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25X1 . REF:
z L. THE CIA/DIA ESTIMATES OF THE 0B OF COMNUNIST AND SVN

COHBAT F@RCES GTVEN DO NOT ACCURATELY REFLECT COMEAT EFFECTIVENLSS -“".?

vﬁj | ONLY AVERAGE ASSIGNED STRENGTHS IN ORGANIZED UNITS. GIVEN THE |
| STATE OF COLLECTION AND THE FLUIDITY OF THE MTLITARY STTUATION: g
|| | 0B DEATA CAN AT BEST BE VIEWED ONLY AS A ROUGH APPROXINATION FoR |

| |

| UANY POINT IN TIME. THEY UILL NOT REFLECT EITHER CONBAT LOSSES OR |
5REPLACEMEMTS IN A TIMELY MANNER. IN ADDITION. COHBAT CFFECTIVENESS

 WILL DEPEND LARGELY ON QUALITATIVE FACTORS THAT CANNOT BE EXPRESSECH
NUMERICALLY " ' : |
2. DATA ON COMMUNIST OB ARE ALSO INSUFFICIENT TO PROVIDE.
aSEPARATE ESTIMATES ONLY ONE MONTH APART. FOR EXAMPLE- INFORNATiOh
# RECEIVED DURING THE PAST SEVERAL WEEKS INDLCATES THAT TBUO INFANTRY
-2 DIVISRIONS FROM THE NORTH DEPLOYED INTO MRS 2 AND 3 oF SVN

.+ UNDETECTED BETWEEN LATE JANUARY AND THE FIRST OF MARCH. 1IN

DATE: 3L MARCH 1975
i ORIG:  BELAYTON
'~ UNIT:  ACTING NIO/SSEA

. EXT: _
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{ADDITION THE 200.000 FIGURE DOES NOT YET INCLUDE HANOI'S COmmIT;‘mﬁﬁq

¢

MENT OF AT LEASY ONE MORE INFANTRY DIVISION PLUS SEVERAL AIR |

QDEFENSE REGIHENIS WHICH ARE NOM MOVING TOMARD SVN. UPON ARRIVALw

| THESE UNITS S ALONE WILL ADD ANOTHER 10000 TROOPS TO THE ORDER OF

| BATTLE. Y - : S |
| | S
| COMMUNINT REGULAR COMBAT FORCES IN SVN:y

1 APR 1475y |

28 JAN 1973
LS 72,000 85.000 |
MR 2 25000 51000 |
.gﬁR 3 25.000 38000 | I
;HR y 27.000 2L - 000Y | |
fToTAL ’ 184%.000 200-000% . | ;

i .
{ J. FIGURES ON GOVERNNENT CONBAT FORCES SUFFER FROM MANY OF
WHF SANE WEAKNESSES AS COMMUNIST STRENGTH ESTINATES AND DO

i PORI‘?AY COMBAT EFFECTIVENESS.

1
|
NOT |
THE MOST REVEALING GAUGE TN THE | |

!

3 F()LL OMIN(' H\BLE& OF THE R’EQENT DISINTEGRATION OF ARVN UNITS ISj
o “I‘HE CO?’IPARIL\.ON OF THE E’lDwﬂDD ARVN/VNNC FORCES ON 1 MARCH 1‘375

$

MITH THE CURRENT 1.'71;»«3[1{; STRENGTH = A DECLINE OF QVER
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DRIG:
UNIY:
EXT:

AL PERCENT.
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INCLUDE SOME 1EaﬂDD ARVN/MARINE TROOPS REPORTEDLY |

EVACUATED SUCCE&&FULIY FROM DANANG.I¥

!
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vqa We CANN01 RLCR!EATE DAO'S 59.000 FIGURES FOR EFFECTIVE

GOVERNNLN? COMBAT TROOPS OR THE 152000 ASCRIBED TO¢ THE CONHUNIST

;FORCE&«_ IN GENERAL1 6YN UNITS IN MR 2 ARE COMBAT INEFFECTIVE.H® UE

TBELIFVE + HOWEVER
&APABLE OF FLGHTING EFFECTIVELY .

}_L;ALL UNITS ARE ESTIMATED TO BE COMBAT EFFECTIVE. E2 IMPDET.d '

C/0PS/INT
C/YNG

oars: - ) MARCH 19728

orts:  GELAEYTON

unte:  ACTING

Appr

NIO/SSEA

iHAT MOST GVN UNITS IN MRS 3 AND 4 ARE STILL
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